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_______________ 
 

Prayer Concerns: 

 

Marguerite Bendall in hospice care at home after a fall and stroke. She is not up to visitors at 

this time, but prayers are appreciated. 

 

Sandy Van Cleef fell at home breaking a bone in her knee. 

 

Sandra Hauser scheduled for surgery April 1 for uterine cancer. 

 

Anita Southard’s mother Carolyn Whitehurst is scheduled for heart procedure March 23, in 

New Bern, NC  

_______________ 
 

 

Dear Mount Hermon Church Family, 

Thank you for the cards, calls, and visits during the death of my husband, Leo. I am 

grateful for the care and support of our MHBC family. It means so much! 

Mildred Edens and Family 

 

The Mount Hermon Memorial is grateful for a generous gift in memory of John Meyerhoeffer 

and Leo Edens from Lucille Dodrill. 

 

Mount Hermon is grateful for the special gifts given in memory of John Meyerhoeffer by 

Richard Niedermayer, Deborah and Robert Thompson, Maxwell Timberlake, Jr., and Fred and  

Hazel Williams. 

 
________________ 
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Balmer’s Bulletin 

     “It’s not a list!”  

 

That’s what the late preacher Fred Craddock bellowed when he was 

preaching on the end of Paul’s letter to the Romans. Romans 16 ends 

with a series of instructions: 

 

“…Greet Mary, who worked hard for you, Greet Andronicus and 

Junia, my fellow Jews who have been in prison with me. They are 

outstanding among the apostles. . . . Greet Ampliatus, my dear friend 

in the Lord. Greet Urbanus, our work worker in Christ, and my dear 

friend Stachys…" (Romans 16:6-8) 

 

And it goes on. Some might think this is just a bunch of housekeeping 

items, as if Paul is naming names just to name them. 

So why isn’t Romans 16 a list? Lists just have information. A list 

Mom and Dad leave for the kids’ chores to be done on a weekend 

morning. A list of groceries to be checked off. A list of errands. 

Information. Necessities. Useful maybe, but nothing sacred. Romans 

16 is something more. 

That is what came to my mind this week, as I had the honor to meet some of you and talk 

to others of you on the phone. Among the first things I saw on my desk when I came to unpack 

my boxes of books and supplies, was a telephone book.  

As useful as the telephone book is, I am sure none of us would call it inspiring reading, 

much less inspired. But I had another document too: a church directory. And I have to say, I find 

the church directory very different from the phone book. 

There is something special, even sacred, about this series in Romans. It is a list of the 

saints. The names in the “Book of Life” (Philippians 4:3), are not like the phone book! They are 

not just data. It is the people God loves and knows by name.  

They are beloved of God: each unique, each with unique gifts of the Holy Spirit, each 

with something to teach us all. Romans 16 names our brothers and sisters in Christ. And they are 

our family in faith, even if they lived so long ago, in a place so far away. It is so much more 

special than a “list.” I know when I look at the names on the church directory, it is so much more 

than a list. 

Think of the people you meet and know and love. When we see their names written 

down, we know it is not just information. Might you imagine them in something like Romans 

16?  If you wrote a greeting down, like Paul did, what would you say about your loved ones in 

the faith? What have they meant to you? Paul is issuing a reminder not only in his time, but in 

ours. When we are friends with Jesus, we are friends with Jesus’ friends. His family becomes 

ours.  

           Perhaps writing down our own “Romans 16”-style list would remind us of who has 

sharpened us in the faith, who the Holy Spirit might be nudging us to reach out to and encourage, 

and what God might have to show us through the hands and feet of others. 

“It’s not a list!”  

 It is a hall of fame of those belonging to, and empowered by, Christ to love and to serve. 

- Pastor Jonathan Balmer 
 

Good News — 
Now or Later  

 
In case you missed it, 

March 14, 2021’s 

Sunday Message is on 

YouTube: 

 

https://youtu.be/ILjk3sj

cPx0 

 

https://youtu.be/ILjk3sjcPx0
https://youtu.be/ILjk3sjcPx0


 

March 14, attendance:               62 

Contributed:                   $     3,730.00 

Average weekly need:           3,395.00 

Average needs to date:   $   37,345.00  

Given to date:                  $   40,001.00 

To contribute electronically: 

Go to www.mt-hermon.org and click the Online Giving bar.  Register for an account, select method of 

payment, enter an amount, time frame, and click submit. 

______________ 
Happy Birthday! 

                   March 
    23 Bruce Boyajian  26 Dana Heath 

   23 Sandra Payne  26 Susan Prather 

25 Matthew Johnson 

______________ 

Order of Worship - March 21, 2021 

 

Invocation                                                                  Pastor Jonathan Balmer 

Call to Worship Song    “Come as You Are”            Dana Heath, solo 

Responsive Reading        Psalm 51: 1-12                  Pastor Jonathan Balmer 

Leader:  Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your great 

compassion blot out my transgressions. Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin. 

People: For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me. Against you, you 

only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight. 

Leader: So you are right in your verdict and justified when you judge. Surely I was sinful at 

birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me. Yet you desired faithfulness even in the 

womb; you taught me wisdom in that secret place. Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; 

wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. 

People: Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones you have crushed rejoice. Hide your 

face from my sins; and blot out all my iniquity. 

Leader: Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. Do not cast me 

from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me. 

People: Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. 

Scripture Reading & Prayer   Jeremiah 31: 31-34     Ken Paul 

*Praise Song #253         “Doxology” 

Welcome & Church Highlights                                    Rev. Susan Prather 

God’s Word                 John 12:20-33                          Rev. Susan Prather 

Pastoral Prayer                                                              Pastor Jonathan Balmer 

*Offering Song #62    “All the Way My Savior Leads Me,” vs. 1-3 

*Offering Statement & Prayer                                      Ken Paul 

Special Music   “Graves into Gardens”                        Praise Team 

Message                         “What  kind of life?”           Pastor Jonathan Balmer 

*Parting Song        Amazing Grace,” vs. 1, 2 & 5        Praise Team  

*Parting Blessing                                                         Pastor Jonathan Balmer 

*Postlude                                                                      Karen Blankenship 

*Indicates to stand as you are able, in body or spirit. 
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