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Caroling! – this Sunday, Dec 22    
Leave from church, 5:00 pm to go caroling to the homes of some MHBC members and friends. 
-- Then it’s on to the Thompsons, 4241 Hunters Ridge Drive, for food and fellowship. -- Bring 
all kinds of food and desserts!  
________________________________ 
 

Christmas Eve Worship  
          Dec. 24, 5:00 pm  
A time to reflect on the coming of Christ through songs and scripture.  
Bring family and friends. 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 

  Dec. 29 - Worship, 10:30 am in the Chapel 
                                         Message by Lee Thompson                        
________________________________ 

  
This month, the Mount Hermon Children's Christmas program CAKE had a powerful message 
about doing acts of kindness in Christ Love. With this in mind, we agreed we wanted to do an act 
of kindness in the children's ministry. Our project was to collect 50 jars of peanut butter for 
Back Packs of Love, which provides weekend and holiday food for children in our community. 
      Congratulations, children! You collected and donated 52 jars of peanut butter to Back 
Packs of Love! Your act of kindness will make it possible for kids in local counties to have food 
to eat during the upcoming winter break from school. 
 
  



 
________________________________ 
 
Next Month: Forever Young Friends Soup lunch, book exchange and game day on Monday, 
Jan. 13, 12 noon at church 
________________________________ 
 

     Happy Birthday! December 
22 Lu Gay Lanier 27 Sarah Blankenship 
24 Nancy Spivey 27 Gina Thompson 
25 Jefferson Moore 27 Allison Taylor 
26 Cory Witt  28 Kimberly Robben 
26 Logan Witt  28 Addy Blankenship  
__________________________________ 
 
Desperation is the raw material of drastic change. Only those who can leave behind 
everything they have ever believed in can hope to escape. -- William S. Burroughs 
__________________________________ 
 
               Sunday – December 15, 2019 
 9:30 Groups – 31   Worship – 102   Nursery -- 5    

                 Contributions – $5,507.00 
            Avg. weekly need – 4,364.00 
       Average needs to date: $218,200.00 
          Contributions to date: 195,328.00 
 
Contribution to the Building Fund by  
the Golden Circle Class in honor of Ron Hatcher 
 

To contribute online go to… www.mt-hermon.org  
         and click the ONLINE GIVING bar 
__________________________________ 
 
            Prayers appreciated for… 
 

Fred Williams, in VCU/MCV Medical Center 
Jeff Chenery, LuGay Lanier’s brother, recovering from knee replacement surgery 
Faith Niday, former coworker of Ken Paul, pancreatic cancer 
 

Sympathies to Bill Hall, Sr. & family in the death of his niece, Kimberly Watson Taylor of 
Roanoke on Dec. 14 



 

Sympathies to Hank Matthews & family in the death of his mother, Betty Matthews, the 
grandmother of Lindsey, Becca, and Trey Matthews 
 

Sympathies to Elwood Meyerhoeffer & family in the death of his wife, Betty.  Elwood is John 
Meyerhoeffer’s cousin 
 

Sympathies to Patrick Spraker, Anne Shultz, Molly Walker and their family in the death of 
their grandmother’s twin sister, Kay Beaver 
 

Congratulations to Jonathan & Molly Walker in the birth of a daughter, Story Elizabeth, on 
Dec 13, and to proud grandmother, Kitty Snow! 
___________________________________ 
                                  
From the Pastor…        Who Needs the Drama?  
 

When you turn your life over to God, you don't give up the drama; you give up the cheap 
drama. -- Marianne Williamson 
 

Drama involves conflict, and almost every story ever written involves conflict; otherwise, 
it’s usually not thought to be interesting or engaging.  Drama can be entertaining, fun, and 
exciting, but too much of it wears you out, especially when it comes to personal 
relationships. 
 

We all know people who are constant dramatists.  Everything is a problem; everything is a 
conflict.  After a while, Drama Queens (or Kings) get on our nerves.  Very often, people are 
dramatic because they need attention, and drama is their way of getting it.  But others find 
themselves avoiding overly dramatic people, or we tolerate them, or we simply write them 
off.  It may not be possible to change a Drama Queen, but we can certainly avoid being one. 
 

As Williamson accurately points out in the above quote, living for God involves drama… 
important drama.  Jesus warns us that following Him puts us in direct conflict with the 
world.  Resistance to righteous living can be drastic, intense.  Yes, to follow Jesus is to 
venture into drama. 
 

It’s the cheap drama that can be set aside.  Who needs cheap drama?  Why do I have to own 
it?  What good does it do?  What difference does it make? – You and I ask such questions and 
make such decisions every day.  We do well not to feed or pay attention to cheap drama in 
a families, a workplace, a community, or even a church. – What drama do you need to let 
go of today? 
 
 

                                          God’s best to you,      

                                                      Lee 
___________________________________ 
 

                  December 15, 2019 – 10:30 am  
                       Fourth Sunday of Advent   
                               

    I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day                 Dana Heath 



   Prelude Music                                         Addy Blankenship 
   Scripture & Prayer         Psalm 66:1-4             Ron Hatcher   
* Praise Song 100   Angels We Have Heard on High 
* The Advent Candle of Joy     
* Song 87                    Joy to the World, v.1 
* Greeting Each Other 
   Church Highlights                                   
    God’s Word                Matthew 1:18-25     
   Prayer 
* Offering Hymn 85    The First Nowell 
* Offering Statement & Prayer                          Ron Hatcher 
   What Child Is This                                           Praise Team 
   Message       Waiting on God’s Promises       Lee Ellison 
   Heaven Everywhere                   Monnie Kesler, Jill Kesler 
* Commitment Song 98 I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day 
* Parting Blessing 
* Parting Inspiration            Christmas Is… 


